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REMEMBRANCE DAY 
Statement 

HON PIERRE YANG (South Metropolitan) [10.01 pm]: Today is one of the most important days in our 
nation’s calendar—Remembrance Day. I had the opportunity to attend the Seniors Recreation Council of WA’s 
“Have a Go Day” and we observed Remembrance Day at 11.00 am. Today is a very important day. I want to pay my 
respects to all the Australian men and women who served this nation in the past. I had the opportunity to represent 
the Minister for Education and Training on Monday in attending the opening of the Indigenous Serviceperson Garden 
at Lakeland Senior High School. It is the first of its kind in Australia, dedicated to commemorate the service of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander soldiers who served Australia. I wish to acknowledge the 1 000 Australian 
Aboriginal soldiers who served during WWI and the many others who have served Australia since. 
I also wish to acknowledge that there is a growing appreciation and acknowledgement in the media and the 
community of soldiers of Aboriginal heritage who have served Australia. I think it is tremendous that we are now 
starting to acknowledge those who have served, regardless of the colour of their skin, religion or background. I also 
wish to acknowledge the 230 known Australian soldiers of Chinese cultural heritage who served in WWI. Many 
of them had to attempt to get enlisted a number of times because they were not initially deemed as substantially 
European, as defined by the Defence Act 1909. Most of the men who applied to enlist were born in Australia. They 
loved this country and they wanted to serve. I wish to quote one of those men, Mr Benjamin Moy-ling, who said — 

If Australia is good enough to live in, it is good enough to fight for. 
I am sure that sentiment is shared by the overwhelming majority of those 420 000 Australians who went overseas 
and served in World War I. Today, I wish to pay my respects to all those soldiers who have served Australia. I want 
to say thank you; we are forever indebted to you.  
Lest we forget. 
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